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SUBJECTt RIGHTIST PAPER PUBLZSHES THINLY DISGUISED CALL

FOR MILITARY ZNVOLVEMENT ZN POL1TICS

1. {LOU) S~Y A GROUP OF MILITARY OFFICERS ARE
ALLEGEDLY BEHIND THREE ARTICLES WHICH HAVE APPEARED
IN THE PAST SZX WEEKS IN THE ULTRA-RIGHT MADRID WAILY
EL ALCAZAR WRZTTEN UNDER THE PSEUDONYM ~ROS
{ALMOND TREES), THE THREE ART1CLES ARE INCREASINGLY
OUTSPOKEN ZN THEZR D~ FOR MILITARY ZNVOL~
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IN THE POLITICAL PROCESS. THE THIRD ARTICLE,
PUBLISHED FEBRUARY 1 AFTER SUAREZ' RESZGNATZON,
STATES BOLDLY THAT IF A COALITION GOVE~ ZS
FORMED "IN A SHORT TIME THE OPPORTUNITY WILL COME FOR
THE LEGITIMATE ZNTERVENT1ON OF THE ARMED FORCES. "
THE GROUP THUS FAR HAS NOT BEEN VZEWED AS A SER1OUS
THREAT BUT ZS UNDER 1NVEST1GATZON, AND THE AUTHORS
WHEN DZSCOVERED MAY BE SUBJECTED TO PUNISHMENT UNDER
M1L1TARY OR CZVZI IAN LAW END S~Y.
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2 {LOU) THE FIRST ARTICLE PUBLISHED DECEMBER 17
CONFINED ITSELF MOSTLY TO MZLITARY MATTERS, FINDING
CONSPZRACY AND DARK OMENS PT THE ABSENCE OF MANY



MILITARY OFFICERS FROM THE CHRISTMAS DRINK TRADITZONALLQgyqf
OFFERED BY THE DZRECTORiQEPEPK'r
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U S. ARMY STAFF COLLEGE. ME' 2KTXCLN MSD 'NOTED' "
THAT A DINNER ARRANGED BY LEFTIST OFF1CERS ON ~
SAME DATE HAD .LOW ATTENDANCE. FROM THESE TWQ
HAPPENZNGS, THE ARTZCLE DREW A PZCTURE OF A MIL1TARY
FED UP WITH POLZTZCZANS AND DEMORALIZED BY POOR
LEADERSH1P ON THE PART OF BOTH VICE PRIME MlNZSTER
FOR SECURZTY AFFAIRS GUZTZERREZ MELLADQ AND DEFENSE
MINISTER SAHAGUN. ALTHOUGH THE ARTICLE COMPLAINED
THAT THE POLZT1CZANS WERE TRYZNG TO WEAKEN THE LINKS
BETWEEN THE KING AND THE MZL1TARY, IT DID NQT
ADVOCATE SPECIFIC ACTZQN EXCEPT THAT THE NEXT GOVERN-
MENT SHOULD HAVE THE "MORAL AUTHORITY" TO GAIN THE
RESPECT OF THOSE IN THE MZLZTARY WHO WANT TO EXERCI'SE
THE1R PROFESSZQN WITH HONOR AND-DZSCZPLZNE.

3. (LOU) THE SECOND "~ROS" ARTICLE PUBLZSHED
ARY 22 ATTACKED THE GOVERNMENT FRONTALLY AND MORE
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CLEARLY DISPLAYED THE UNDEMOCRAT1C CREDENTIALS QF ZTS
AUTHORS. IT FAULTED THE GQVE~ FOR A D1SASTROUS
POLICY ON AUTONOMOUS REGIONS WHICH THREATENED TQ
DESTROY THE UNITY OF SPAIN AND BLAMED THE RULING
POLITZCZANS FOR WRECKZNG THE SPANISH ECONOMY. THE
ARTICLE CLAIMED THE CONSTITUTION NOT ONLY DZD NOT
WORK BUT ALSO MADE THE COUNTRY UNGOVERNABLE THE
CONSTITUTION, THE AUTHORS CHARGED, MUST BE CHANGED.
MINISTER OF DEFENSE ~UN WAS RIDICULED FOR HIS
OPT1MZSM IN THE FACE OF THE DETERIORATION OF SPAIN.
THE ARTICLE CITED WITH APPROVAL A QUOTATION FROM
SIMON BOLIVAR THAT "A CONGRESS HAS NEVER SAVED A
REPUBLZC. " "THIS MAY BE THE TIME, " THE ARTICLE
CONCLUDED, "NOT TO APPEAL TO CONGRESSES, PARTIES, ANDGOVE~ . . . BUT TO THE REMAINING INSTZTV71ONS
OF THE STATE. "

4. (LOU) THE MOST RECENT "ALMENDROS" ARTICLE ON
FEBRUARY 1 ANNOUNCED THAT THE "POINT OF NO RETURN" HAD
BEEN REACHED. SEPARATZSTS 1N THE AUTONOMOUS REGIONS,
THE AUTHORS CLAIMED, HAD DESIGNED THE RECENT LULL ZN
TERRORZSM ~Y AS A PAUSE BEFORE LEAPING FORWARD
TOWARD SECESS1ON. THE KING AND THE ~ FORCES,
IT C~, MUST TAKE THE LEAD, BUT IT DESCR1BED
THE ACT1ONS OF THE KING IN FORMING A NEW GOVERNMENT
AS PATHET1C BECAUSE HE WAS SO CIRCUMSCRIBED BY THE
CONST1TUTZON. THE K1NG HAD AN OPPORTUNITY 1NSTEAD,
THE AUTHORS SAZD, TO FORM A GOVE~ OF NATIONAL
RECUPERATION SUPPORTED BY LOYAL INSTITUTIONS, Z. E.
THE AEQKD FORCES, NOT BY THE POLITICIANS. THE ARTICLE
ONCE AGAIN CALLED FQR CONSTZTUT1QNAL REFORM ANDD~ED THAT A BRAKE BE APPLZED TO DEVELOPMENT OF
REGIONAL AUTQNOMIES. THE KING, THE ARTICLE CONCLUDED,



HAD A RESPONSIBIl ZTY TO TAKE ACTION.
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THE PARLIAMENTARY GROUP OF THE COBIGMIST PARTY HAS
FORMALLY ASKED THE GOVERNMENT TO CONDUCT AN INVESTIGA-
TION TO DETERMZNE IF CURRENT LAWS HAVE BEEN BROKEN
BY PUBLZCAT1ON OF THE ARTZCLE AND WHETHER LEGAL
ACTION SHOULD BE TAKEN

6. (C) CO~ MUCH HAS BEEN MADE OF THE FACT
THAT ALMOND TREES BLOOM 1N MZD —TO —LATE FEBRUARY
(AND THIS YEAR ARE ALREADY IN BLOOM IN ALICANTE),

AND THAT THE ART1CLES THEREFOREWERE A SIX-WEEK
CAMPAIGN TO RALLY SUPPORT BY LATE FEBRUARY FOR
INTERVENTIN BY THE ARMED FORCES AND FOR FIRMER
AND UNCONSTITUTIONAL -- ACTION BY THE KZNG. THERE
HAS BEEN SPECULATION AS WELL THAT THE PSEUDONYM ZS
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AN ANAGRAM FORMED BY THE ZNZTZALS OF THE AUTHORS AND
HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH TIMING. IN ANY EVENT IT IS
ZNCONCEIVABLE THAT THE KING WOULD MAKE ANY MOVE
OUTSIDE THE F~WORK OF THE CONSTITUT1ON, AND THE
INVESTIGATIONS WITH1N THE MILITARY ARE LIKELY TO
KEEP "~ROS" FROM BLOSSOMZNG THZS SPRING.
NEVERTHELESS IF THE ARTICLES WERE WRITTEN BY MILITARY
PERSONNEL, THEY ARE SIGNIFICANT SINCE THIS IS THE
FIRST TIME THAT ANY ELEMENT 1N THE MILITARY HAS
PUBLICLY AND UNMISTAKABLY CALLED FOR WHAT WOULD BE,
IN EFFECT, A PALACE COUP

7. (C) NO ONE YET KNOWS IF "ALMENDROS" 1S COMPOSED
OF A TINY BAND OF MALCONTENTS OR A LARGER GROUP.
AMONG OUR MILITARY CONTACTS THE DISCONTENT EXPRESSED
IN THE ARTICLES SOMETZMES HITS A RESPONSZVE CHORD
BUT THERE ARE NO INDICATIONS OF ANY SUPPORT FOR THE
CALL TO MILITARY ZNTERVENTION.
TODMAN


